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Inspired by Reggio Emilia and Danish pre-schools, this is a school like no other.  We 

have a special personalised approach, building learning environments that are 

meaningful to every child, because we know that children learn best when they are 

engaged in their learning.  

 

At West Newcastle Academy, our vision is that all children will achieve their full potential, 

with holistic support, whilst they enjoy, own and drive their learning, gaining self-respect, 

self-esteem and self-belief.  Our classroom extends to rich, exciting environments within 

the forest, the beach, the city and the community as a whole. 

 

This handbook will provide you with information about our Reception class, the Early 

Years curriculum, ways you can help prepare your child for school and other details 

about school life.  

We look forward to welcoming you and your child to West Newcastle Academy. 

 

Susan Percy  

Headteacher  
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General Information 

 

Our school opened in September 2013, in our Ofsted Inspection of May 2015, the school 

was revealed as a ‘magical place’. We have had a further ‘good’ Ofsted in 2019 which 

can be read here https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/139729 

 
We have been awarded Healthy Schools Plus, Learning Outside the Classroom Gold Award, Eco-
schools Green Flag and Unicef Silver Rights Respecting Schools Award. 

 

Our school address is located on two sites, off Armstrong Road (NE4 8QP) and Benwell 

Nature Park (NE4 8XT). Both sites have offices and phone lines 0191 273 9477 (main site) 

/ 0191 273 4463 (Nature Park site).  

 

We aim to keep the spaces within the school calm and quiet and have a small ‘family’ 

atmosphere across school.  

 

Little Lotus Nursery, Year R (EYFS) and Year 1 are located at the Nature Park to make 

good use of the space for Outdoor Learning.  

 

 

 

 

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/21/139729
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School Times 

 

School starts at 8.45am and finishes at 3.30pm each day.  There is a Breakfast Club (7.45 

– 8.45) and After School Club (3.30-5.30.) 

 

We also have Activity School Clubs (such as Football, Art, Pet Club) that run after school 

until around 4.15pm. Information about clubs for the Autumn term 2020 is attached to 

this pack.  

 

 

Contact Details 

 

 

School Address: West Newcastle Academy 

   Armstrong Road 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

NE4 8QP 

 

Telephone:  Main site - 0191 273 947        Nature park site -  0191 273 4463 

 

Email:   wna-admin@westnewcastleacademy.org 

 

Website:  www.westnewcastleacademy.org  

 

 

Please note – WNA must have a copy of your child’s birth certificate before they 

start school. Please bring this to the School Office. 

 

 

Term Dates 2021/22 

 

 

mailto:info@westnewcastleacademy.org
http://www.westnewcastleacademy.org/
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Absences and Punctuality 

 

Our school wants your child to achieve their best, and to do so they need to be in 

school on time every day. We record pupil attendance on our management system and 

report it regularly. Pupils will be encouraged to attend because they will have exciting 

experiences at school, and they will be well cared for and valued. 

 

Children’s Services, Newcastle City Council, Ofsted and the Department for Education all 

check on pupil attendance and punctuality at school as it is an important factor in 

children’s success. 

 

 

Sickness 

 

If your child is not well enough to attend school we ask that you contact the school 

either by phone from 8am to the start of the school day. Parents/carers of pupils who 

have not arrived will receive a telephone call, text message or email, to seek clarification 

for the pupil’s absence. 

 

Please contact the school every day that your child is ill. 

 

Our School Nurse, Andrea Wilson, visits the school regularly and is contactable directly 

on 0191 282 3319 should you have any medical questions to ask.  

 

 

Transition into school 

 

To ensure your child settles into school well, we will organise visits to school and, if you 

wish, a teacher will visit your child in their own home. The dates for these sessions are 

attached to the pack and we will update you regarding these in the beginning of June 

2020. We will also liaise with your child’s nursery if they have attended one. 
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School Uniform 

 

School Uniform can be ordered via the School Office.  

 

Uniform consist of a bottle green sweatshirt or cardigan, a white or green polo shirt, 

grey trousers, skirt or pinafore or a green checked dress. All children require a book bag. 

 

All children also need wellies, a change of clothes and a PE kit: black or bottle green 

shorts, a white t-shirt and plimsolls in a drawstring bag. These items are kept in school 

and sent home half termly. 

 

Please ensure all uniform is named. 

 

School Lunches 

 

All children from Year R to 2 are provided a free school meal under the Universal Infant 

Free School Meal scheme.  As a school, we provide fresh and nutritionally balanced 

meals on a daily basis, and these are cooked in our school kitchen.    

 

Individual dietary requirements are catered for and parents/carers are asked to ensure 

they have informed the school of their child’s dietary needs prior to starting in 

September.  

 

Staff and children eat together and mealtimes are important, social occasions.  

 

On Outdoor Learning days, a picnic lunch is provided; soup, sandwiches, fruit, yogurt, 

biscuit or cake and water to drink.  

 

At the end of the week in which your child has a birthday, there will be birthday cakes in 

an assembly as a celebration.  We ask parents/carers not to bring in any sweets or 

Birthday cakes as a celebration as there may be other children with allergies that are 

unable to eat the treats brought in.   
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The school prides itself in being a Healthy School and we try to be very careful in 

providing the children with healthy and nutritional food every day and not allow sweets, 

chocolate or carbonated drinks to be consumed whilst children are at school.  

 

Wrap Around Care 

 

We offer a Breakfast Club and an After School Club. 

 

Breakfast Club runs from 7.45am to 8.45am, includes a breakfast of cereal, toast and 

juice.  This is fully funded by Greggs.   

 

After School Club runs from 3.30pm to 5.30pm, and includes a hot snack/tea and drinks.  

This costs £5.00 per child per day. 

  

Both clubs are supervised by members of staff and children complete their homework, 

do reading and partake in activities such as playing games and creative design.  
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The Early Years Team 

Laura Murphy – Early Years Leader 

Two Teaching Assistants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Autumn Term starts on Monday 6 September 2021.  

 

Week 1 and 2 are induction weeks for Year R and children attend part-time.  

After that, normal school hours will apply – Monday to Friday, starting at 8.45am and 

finishing at 3.30pm.  

At the start of the school day, parents/carers accompany their child into class, help them 

hang up their coat and stay (if they wish), for the first 10-15 minutes, as children choose 

their first activity of the morning.   

If your child attends Breakfast Club we will bring them to the Nature Park and settle 

them in class. 

 

At the end of the school day, parents/carers come into the classroom through the main 

school entrance and once children have been collected, leave through the fire exit door 

in the classroom.  We ask that you use this ‘one way system,’ in order to prevent 

What happens during 

the first week at school? 



 

9 
 

Parent Handbook 2020/21 

 

congestion in the corridor and to help staff to ensure that children have been safely 

collected by their parent/carer.   

When parents/carers arrive at the end of the day, children will normally be seated on the 

carpet, ready to leave.  From the first day in school, we teach children to wait until they 

have heard a member of staff (usually the class teacher), call their name before going to 

meet their adult.  This is an important part of our safeguarding procedure.  

Settling in at School  

During the few first weeks, children will start getting to know their new school 

environment, the adults who will be working with them and other children in their class.  

They will have access to a range of rich and stimulating learning experiences, both 

indoors and out.    

Early Years staff will play alongside children, supporting them as they settle and gain 

confidence in school.  

Children will spend time on self-chosen tasks and in addition, short adult-led activities 

will be introduced.  These will include reading stories, singing, and counting games.  

Outdoor Learning 

Children in Reception spend 2 days a week outside the classroom on Outdoor Learning 

days. We have our own mini buses which means we can visit locations such as beaches, 

forests, parks and museums. During the induction weeks children will take part in 

Outdoor Learning as a small group to help them learn the routines and safety rules, and 

so that we can learn about their likes and dislikes.  
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School provides waterproof jackets and 

trousers/dungarees.   

 

Please can parents/carers provide 

wellies, hats and gloves as it is 

important that children remain warm 

and dry when outdoors.   

 

 

The buses collect us at around 10am and rest of the day will be spent outdoors, 

establishing important safety routines and introducing children to activities in the natural 

environment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Teaching and learning in Year R will build upon the prior experiences that children have 

had at home and in any pre-school setting they may have attended. 

 

What is the 

curriculum in Year R? 
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The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) prepares children for learning in Key Stage 1.  It 

is a vital period of learning in its own right, as the attitudes and skills acquired at this 

age are fundamental to the development of positive attitudes to learning for the future.   

The foundation stage curriculum is made up of 7 areas of learning with prime and 

specific areas of learning and development.  

Prime Areas 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Physical Development 

• Communication and Language 

 

Specific Areas  

• Literacy 

• Mathematics 

• Understanding the World 

• Expressive Arts and Design 

 

The prime areas are fundamental to children's successful learning in the specific areas.  

The specific areas allow the children to broaden their knowledge and skills more 

thoroughly.  

Subjects like mathematics and literacy are developed as children encounter the world 

through communication, language, interaction with others and physical/sensory 

involvement.  

Underpinning the prime and specific areas of learning, are the Characteristics of 

Effective Learning.  These focus in the way in which a child approaches their learning 

experiences - their engagement with learning, their motivation and ability to think 

critically.  
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We follow the Read Write Inc. programme which is a structured, systematic and lively 

approach to teaching reading and writing.  Early on in the Autumn term, children in will 

take part in phonics sessions lasting approximately 20 minutes per day and you will be 

sent home the sounds they have learnt.  Early Years staff are trained in teaching the 

Read Write Inc. programme.   

Parent workshops will be provided early in the Autumn term, to ensure that you are 

well-informed of our approach to teaching reading and writing and are able to 

confidently help your child at home.  

The School Day 

From the first week, a routine is established, to which children quickly become 

accustomed.  This ensures that they feel secure and confident with the daily pattern of 

events in class. 

Phonics is taught at 9.00am each day, with the amount of time increasing as the year 

progresses.   

Children then have an extended period of Child Initiated Learning, in which they choose 

activities based on their interests and fascinations.  The indoor and outdoor learning 

environment is organised and resourced to reflect children’s interests, their 

developmental stages and the topic being covered that half term.  Staff interact with 

How are 

reading and 

writing taught? 
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children, supporting their learning and encouraging them on to the next step in their 

understanding and development.  

A snack of water, milk and fruit is given every day.   

Mathematics is taught during the second part of the morning session.  Children work in 

groups, with an adult.  Tasks are practical and may take place indoors or outdoors.  

Initial emphasis is placed on developing understanding of mathematical concepts, such 

as counting, ordering numbers, recognising the features of 2D and 3D shapes and 

making simple comparisons of length, weight and capacity.  

Afternoon sessions consist of further Child Initiated Learning, with some tasks set by an 

adult.  During these sessions, staff observe and extend children’s own interests.  

Creative activities are undertaken alongside PE, Games though themed learning.   

 

 

 

 

Encourage your child to: 

 Dress and undress themselves (children will do this during weekly PE lessons) 

 Take off/put on their coat and shoes 

 Use the toilet and wash their hands afterwards  

 Eat lunch themselves (manage cutlery) 

 Ask an adult for help when needed 

 Blow their nose/use a tissue.  

 

Children may be apprehensive about starting school.  Reassure your child and encourage 

How can I help my 

child prepare for 

starting school? 
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them to talk to you about how they are feeling. 

The Early Years team will be sensitive to the needs of each child and will provide a warm 

welcome and friendly environment.  

 

 

  

 

 


