
If you have a child born on or between 1 September 
2008 and 31 August 2009, you can apply for a place  
at our school. Applications for a place at WNA can 
be made through the local authority application process.
www.newcastle.gov.uk/school-admissions

We will be opening with 28 places, our admission policy 
and forms are available on our website, if you need  
a paper copy or require help completing your application 
phone us on 0191 242 5407, our staff will be happy  
to assist with the registration process.

T: 0191 242 5407
www.westnewcastleacademy.org

A fresh approach 
to learning

Admissions



So it doesn’t make much sense to batch them 
all together and expect them to achieve the 
same things at the same time. At WNA we have 
a very personalised approach, building learning 
environments that are meaningful to every child, 
because we know that children learn best when 
they are interested and engaged in their learning.
 
The Early Years Foundation Stage has provided  
an excellent environment for the under 5’s to 
learn in, and we will continue with this approach 
through to age 7, enabling children to learn from 
their play experiences rather than sit in more formal 
classroom settings at such an early age.

We are committed to involving as many parents  
as possible, bringing in volunteers from the 
community, and engaging the services of artists, 
musicians and actors, when doing so will help 
children take their learning to a higher level. 
 
WNA will be a fun, happy, safe place for your child 
to learn in, but we are committed to ensuring 
that every child is stretched academically at all 
times, ensuring that they reach their full potential 
and become ready for a successful secondary 
education, and all that follows. Behind the scenes 
our staff will be committed to observing every child 
and monitoring their progress, and through team 
working they will develop ideas and activities that 
will interest your child and lead them into deeper 
learning. Parents’ contributions are always wanted 
and welcomed, and we hope you find this to be  
a friendly place too. 
 
These are exciting times for schools, and we’re 
very pleased to have this opportunity to break the 
mould and provide an alternative for children in 
Newcastle. We are all unique individuals, and a 
‘one size fits all’ approach will just not do for the 
demands of the 21st Century.

 “The fact is that given the 
challenges we face, education 
doesn’t need to be reformed  
it needs to be transformed. 
The key to this transformation 
is not to standardise education, 
but to personalise it, to build 
achievement on discovering the 
individual talents of each child, 
to put students in an environment 
where they want to learn and 
where they can naturally discover 
their true passions.” 

This is our 
classroom

Ken Robinson, The Element: 
How Finding Your Passion 
Changes Everything

A new primary school 
with a fresh approach 
to learning...
Your child is unique, in fact all children are!

Admissions: 0191 242 5407

Shelagh Keogh, 
BA, MRes, MBCS
Chair
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Curiosity  
& creativity

The school will be a place where children are 
encouraged to be curious, to ask questions,  
to learn from one another and to create their  
own theories and solutions. As much learning  
as possible will be experiential, open-ended  
and enquiry-based and undertaken in rich  
and exciting learning environments, including  
the outdoors. 
 
Our focus is to develop the children’s learning  
skills, including communication, exploration, 
perception, imagination, invention and creativity.  
This is achieved through exciting environments  
and shared values of listening to and respecting 
children’s ideas, which then form the basis 
of the work in the school. 
 
As often as possible, the arts will be utilised  
to encourage free expression, imagination  
and creativity. We recognise, acknowledge  
and celebrate the uniqueness and individuality  
of every child, not least by cultivating and 
celebrating the various talents and interests  
every child possesses. 
 
There will be a clear focus from the outset  
on creativity to promote problem-solving  
in the widest possible sense. By helping children  
to discover their own strengths, passions  
and sensibilities we will develop young people 
who are prepared to take a risk, and persevere 
with an activity when they are not sure of the  
outcome, actively seeking out and creating  
their own meanings.

Passion for learning, 
skills for life.

This is our 
science lesson

3 days  
in school

2 days  
outdoors

Learn with
confidence, 
keep fit and 
have fun! 

+ =

 

Pablo Picasso

“Every child is an 
artist. The problem 
is how to remain 
an artist once we 
grow up.”
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Collaboration  
& parent  
involvement  
We believe that, for children to flourish, the educational 
opportunities provided at school must be supported 
by caring, knowledgeable adults in the home. Parents 
and carers will therefore be encouraged, welcomed 
and respected for the knowledge and experience that 
they bring to a child’s education, and supported in their 
efforts to extend their own knowledge and  
to participate fully in their child’s learning.
 
Dialogue with, and democratic decision-making 
between, children, staff, parents and the wider 
community will be central to the running of the school, 
with parents offered opportunities to be actively 
involved in school activities.
 
Collaboration with others is how we organise our adult 
lives, whether at work or at play; and so it should  
be for our children too. We will encourage children  
to help each other to find their answers, and develop 
their learning skills. Young children will be enabled  
to form groups with others who can help them in their 
work, and older children will conduct research in small 
groups, where they can, to talk and share as adults do.
 
Parents and volunteers will be invited to contribute to 
the assessment and review processes, and to influence 
a child’s learning journey, through collaborative 
meetings with staff. Parents have unique knowledge  
of their child’s interests and passions, and including 
these aspects of the child’s life in their schooling 
makes learning fun and exciting. Volunteers working 
around the school will observe things about a child that 
no-one else can, and we want to use this information  
in our planning.

This is where  
we discover

“In the long history 
of humankind (and  
animal kind, too) those  
who learned to collaborate 
and improvise most 
effectively have prevailed.” 

Charles Darwin

“I always wondered why somebody 

doesn’t do something about that.  

Then I realised I was somebody.” 
Lily Tomlin
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Building on strong 
foundations

Our innovative approach to the curriculum is centred  
on both the needs of the individual child and a belief  
that true learning takes place only when a child is fully 
engaged in the activity.
 
From the Reception class through to Year 2, children  
will engage in the Foundation Phase, where learning  
takes place in a child-focussed, play-based 
environment. Much of the time in this phase will  
be spent outdoors, usually in local woodland.  
The Foundation Phase outcomes at age 7 are clearly 
aligned with the National Curriculum outcomes for 
that age: it is simply the method of achieving those 
outcomes that is different.
 
Our approach is to develop learning skills so  
that children have all the necessary building-blocks 
in place before we focus on more subject-based 
materials. During this phase children are developing 
important social skills: how to communicate 
effectively; the importance of listening; respect  
for others and their opinions. They also get to grips  
with collaboration and cooperation, working in teams, 
gaining confidence and leadership skills.  
Children will be encouraged to read and write 
about the things that interest them, with dedicated, 
personal reading support from an adult every week. 
Mathematics will also be taught in context, looking  
at aspects of shapes, measuring and data-handling 
as they become relevant to each child.

Our aim is not to provide a ‘free-for-all’ play centre,  
but a rich environment for learning. Children’s learning 
will be constantly monitored by all the supporting 
adults, through a rigorous system of observation, 
planning and review. We expect our pupils to reach 
the same levels in their core subjects as other 
children taught the National Curriculum, but in 
addition our pupils will also benefit from a broad  
and solid grounding in the skills that will guide  
them to successful lives as adults.

Our aim is that children leaving our school  
at age 11 will have performed better than  
the national and local averages in their  
end-of-school tests, in addition to 
accumulating a broad range of social 
and learning skills which will enable them 
to flourish at their secondary schools.

Rather than the rigid structure of the National 
Curriculum, our learning plan for 8 – 11 year 
olds is built around the International Primary 
Curriculum (IPC). The IPC is a comprehensive, 
thematic, creative curriculum with a clear 
process of learning and with specific learning 
goals for each subject, for international 
mindedness and for personal learning.

The IPC has been designed not only to ensure 
rigorous learning but also to help teachers 
make learning exciting, active and meaningful 
for children. Learning through the IPC takes  
a global approach: helping children connect 
their learning to where they are living now  
as well as appreciating the perspective of 
other people in other countries. The IPC  
is used by schools in more than 65 countries 
around the world.

Time is also set aside for creative activities, 
chosen by the children, and of course for 
a rigorous programme of learning in core 
subjects, with both Maths and English being 
tailored to suit the needs of the individual 
child, ensuring that everyone achieves  
the very best they can.

We will be building our relationships with local 
secondary schools to ensure our pupils have 
an effective and beneficial transition, enabling 
them to make the most of the skills they have 
already developed.

This is our 
blackboard

Curriculum

“What we learn 
with pleasure we 
never forget” 

Afred Mercier
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Inspiration 

This is where 
we grow

Anyway, she went to see this specialist. So, this oak panelled room,  
and she was there with her mother, and she was led and sat on this  
chair at the end, and she sat on her hands for 20 minutes while this  
man talked to her mother about all the problems Gillian was having  
at school. 
 
And at the end of it, because she was disturbing people; her 
homework was always late; and so on, little kid of eight - in the end, 
the doctor went and sat next to Gillian and said, “Gillian, I’ve listened 
to all these things that your mother’s told me, and I need to speak  
to her privately.” He said, “Wait here. We’ll be back; we won’t be very 
long,” and they went and left her. But as they went out the room,  
he turned on the radio that was sitting on his desk. And when they  
got out the room, he said to her mother, “Just stand and watch her.”  
And the minute they left the room, she said, she was on her feet, 
moving to the music. And they watched for a few minutes and he 
turned to her mother and said, “Mrs. Lynne, Gillian isn’t sick; she’s  
a dancer. Take her to a dance school.” 

I said, “What happened?” She said, “She did. I can’t tell you how 
wonderful it was. We walked in this room and it was full of people 
like me. People who couldn’t sit still. People who had to move to 
think.” Who had to move to think. They did ballet; they did tap; they 
did jazz; they did modern; they did contemporary. She was eventually 
auditioned for the Royal Ballet School; she became a soloist; she 
had a wonderful career at the Royal Ballet. She eventually graduated 
from the Royal Ballet School and founded her own company - the 
Gillian Lynne Dance Company and met Andrew Lloyd Weber. She’s 
been responsible for some of the most successful musical theatre 
productions in history; she’s given pleasure to millions; and she’s a 
multi-millionaire. Somebody else might have put her on medication 
and told her to calm down.

Sir Ken Robinson talking about his 
interview with Gillian Lynne for his 
book The Element: How Finding 
Your Passion Changes Everything.
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