
West Newcastle Academy Home Learning   
Week beginning 5/1/21 

Class: Reception 
Theme: Saving the planet  

 

Subjects Tasks 
 

Maths Our focus this week is number and place value. 
 

 Label 5 cups with a number 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5. Can your child add the right amount of 
objects to each? If they managed that, continue to do 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10. Mix all the 
cups up – can your child put them back in the right order?  

 

 Draw a hopscotch grip in your garden or path using 
numbers 1 – 10. Play hopscotch by jumping along each 
number. Try shouting out random numbers for them to 
jump on. If they find this easy make it more tricky but giving 
them number challenges (e.g. stand on the number that is 1 
less than 8.) 

 
 

 Get the body moving and practising counting steps, jumps, claps and other physical 
things. Shout instructions for your children to follow – “can you do 10 claps? 5 star 
jumps? 9 stamps of your feet?” Help them count out the correct amount making 
sure the numbers they are saying correspond with how many they are actually 
doing.   

 

 10 frames are a really useful tool in helping children see the value of numbers 
quickly. We will be using 10 frames in zoom on Tuesday. A 10 frame is just a grid 
with 10 squares like this –  

 
 
 

Make your own 10 frame using an egg box (or draw one on 
card if you don’t have an egg box).  
Now use counters (or little balls of play dough) and put 
different amounts in the 10 frame and ask your child to tell 
you how many there are (as quickly as possible). Can they 
see the total of smaller amounts without needing to count 
(known as subitising)? Can they see any patterns (such as 5 
in the top and 1 in the bottom is 6 altogether?)  

 
Now ask your children to make different amounts. Can they make the same 
total in a number of ways such as in the example to the left?   
 
 
 
 
 

 I have attached a simple worksheet should you have access to a printer but don’t 
worry if you can’t print it.  
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Reading  • Read the story of ‘Oi! Get Off Our Train by John Burningham – Watch on you tube –  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=siy2DbR4dZ8 
Discuss the story together. Why did the animals want to get on the train? 
 

• Phonics play is offering a free log in for everyone during the lockdown.  
Username: jan21 password: home https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ There are some 
great game and activities to get children reading and practising their phonics skills.  

 
• Read online reading books on Oxford Owl: https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-

home/find-a-book/library-page/ 
 

Writing  Some children still find writing their name a little tricky. If they can write their first 
name, practice their surname. If they can write their surname can they write their 
family members names? 

 Write and illustrate a letter to a friend or family member telling them what they can 
do to help look after the planet (such as recycle, use less water, look after animals, 
plant trees, pick up litter, etc.) 

 See writing tasks in phonics and topic for additional writing practice.  

Phonics   qu –  q and u are ‘special friends,’ this means 2 (or more) letters than make 1 sound. 
Practice saying it. Think of words that begin with qu (quit, quiz, queen). Practice 
writing it down. Write down some simple words that have qu in. Monday’s zoom 

 nk – “I think I stink” nk is another special friend sound that usually comes at the end 
of words (think, stink, sink, drink) Tuesday’s zoom 

 ng – “Thing on a string”  ng is another special friend sound that usually comes at the 
end of words (thing, string, ring, sing, ding) Wednesday’s zoom 

 
 Red words – I and the. Think of a simple sentence that uses the words I and the. 

Write it down – (eg. I went to the shop.) Your child might need support to do this. 
Explain they need to leave a finger space between each word so their writing is 
clear. If they are finding it hard to write a sentence, write the red words on their 
own and say a sentence verbally out loud. You might like to introduce the next red 
word -  my.  Thursday’s zoom  

 
We are going to be offering an additional zoom at 1:30pm everyday where we will be 
doing simple early literacy activities together such as rhyming, alliteration, blending and 
segmenting, songs and stories for children in Reception and Y1.  

Topic • The animals in the story ‘Oi, Get off our Train” are all endangered. What does this 
mean? It means there are not many left in the world. The first animal who got on the 
train was an elephant. Why are they endangered? Often they are hunted for their 
ivory tusks. Do you think this is fair? Do some research on elephants and make an 
information sheet/ poster/ video telling us all about them. We will be learning about 
endangered animals on zoom on Wednesday. 
 

• Make a poster telling people how important it is we look after the elephants! We 
don’t want people to hurt them for their tusks.  
 

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-home/find-a-book/library-page/
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• Using some of the recycling you have been collecting, find a milk container and turn 
it into an elephant of your own. Use the milk bottle to make the shape then 
decorate it with tissue/ paint or whatever you can think of!  

  
 
 

 Do some more research about different endangered species around the globe – 
have a look here to find out more  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/animals 
/endangered_animals_world/newsid_1614000/1614414.stm 
 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/cbbcnews/hi/find_out/guides/animals
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Outdoor 
Learning  

 

 Track wildlife. Be animals detectives for a day and go outside hunting for wildlife 
tracks. Solve the mystery of ‘who made the tracks?” This will work especially well if 
we get any more snow! Clues to look for include –  
Prints – look for claw marks and number of toes 
Feather marks – wing imprints and dropped feathers can be great clues  
Browsing marks – claw marks in the bark or nibbles here and there on the 
vegetation 
Waste – if you spot any animal poo a creature must have been near!  
 

 Not wasting water is another way we can all help look after the planet. Try 
measuring the rainfall across the course of a week – Put a bucket or container 
outside and each day check/ record how much rain has been collected (draw cm’s 
along the side to help you measure). Which day did you collect the most? Least? If 
the temperature goes below 0’C what might happen to the rain water? At the end of 
the week use the rain fall to water the plants or leave it in a container for thirsty 
animals.  

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


