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WNA Vision: All children will achieve their full potential, with holistic support, whilst enjoying and driving their own learning, gaining 

self-respect, self-esteem and self- belief. Our classroom extends to rich, exciting environments within the forest, the beach, the city and 

the community as a whole. 
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Introduction - West Newcastle Academy Travel Plan Benwell Nature Park 

West Newcastle Academy is a publicly funded, independently-governed school which provides education free of 

charge to local children in the West of Newcastle. The Academy is a mixed, non-denominational school for children 

aged 4 -11years. The Academy currently has 131 pupils in years R-4. With years 1 to 4 in main school with 

Reception in Benwell Nature Park. 

 

WNA is a new school and a new way of learning for the families in the socially deprived area of west Newcastle. 

We aim to provide space and time for children to develop a deeper way of learning, and for parents to be engaged 

in personal development. Through this, we will ensure every child has a supportive learning environment at home, 

and a willingness to learn at school. Children will be encouraged and expected to outperform their peers 

educationally, socially and artistically and make a positive contribution to their community. 

 

The School’s Aim 

To enhance the social mobility of disadvantaged families in west central Newcastle. 

 

The School’s Vision 

All children will achieve their full potential, with holistic support, whilst they enjoy, own and drive their learning, 

gaining self-respect, self-esteem and self- belief. 

 

Our Ethos 

Is based on respect for the intrinsic capabilities of children and the recognition that all children are unique 

individuals with a wide range of abilities and potentials. Children are valued as strong, sociable and capable 

individuals, constantly learning and enquiring about the world about them. WNA is a place where children will be 

encouraged to be curious, to ask questions, to learn from one another and create their own theories and ask 

questions. 

Dialogue with, and democratic decision making between children, staff, parents and the wider community will be 

central to the running of WNA.  

Learning will be experiential, open ended and enquiry based and undertaken in rich and exciting learning 

environments, including the outdoors. 

 

All children: 

 Will achieve their full potential and all can achieve excellence 

 Have a supportive learning environment at home and school with  parents valued as the primary educators 

 Develop a love for learning when seen as unique individuals and engaged in meaning projects 
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 Have high levels of respect, self-esteem and self-belief when they learn through collaboration with others 

 Cultivate a variety of intelligences and competencies when given the opportunity to learn from experts in 

a democracy 

 Have ownership of their learning and develop interests and talents by learning  through investigating with 

others and taking responsibility for their own thoughts 

 Be fully prepared to succeed in secondary education and wider world by achieving highly throughout 

WNA. 

 

The school is led by the headteacher, Susan Percy with a strong board of Governors.  

 

The Department for Transport has defined a School Travel Plan as a document setting out a package of measures 

for reducing the number of car trips made to a school or a group of schools by parents and staff and for improving 

safety on the school journey. This Travel Plan aims to accomplish this for West Newcastle Academy in its temporary 

site at Benwell Nature Park. 

 
  

 

 

 

West Newcastle Academy has two sites Benwell Nature Park at the busy crossroads of Atkinson Road and 

Armstrong Road in the West End of Newcastle 

The great majority of children live in South Benwell, North Benwell, Elswick and Pendower and travel to school 

each day on foot.  Relatively few travel by car or bus.  At WNA we use modeshift stars. 
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Reasons for developing a School Travel Plan 

West Newcastle Academy has developed a School Travel Plan in order to: 

 

 promote an awareness and understanding of road safety 

 combat traffic congestion 

 improve the health of pupils 

 encourage the walking of short journeys 

 improve the local environment 

 achieve accredited School Travel Plan Status 

 

Local Issues 

The following list of traffic related issues has been identified as key factors affecting safety in the vicinity of the 

school: 

 

 parking and double parking in a narrow residential street adjacent to the school 

 families having to negotiate the crossing of busy major roads because they do not live within close proximity 

of the school 

 traffic congestion at key times of the day 

 the distance pupils are having to travel because of the lack of catchment area for the school (although the 

vast majority live within 1 mile) 

 Use of free car park at activity centre just off Armstrong Road. 

 

Overview & Current Travel Patterns 

 

Aims 

Our aim is to establish a partnership consisting of all those parties involved with our school, parents, governors, 

Northumbria Police, Nexus and Local Authority Road Crossing Patrols.  This partnership will work to create an 

environment in which pupils may travel safely to and from school whilst giving parents confidence and incentive 

to reduce the level of car borne journeys to school. 

 

Equally important to the success of this initiative is the need to work closely with Road Safety practitioners and 

the health sector in order to promote closer links between traffic and education, together with a greater awareness 

of the benefits to be gained from increased physical activity amongst children. 
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Objectives and Targets 

 

1. To use Mode shift award scheme to increase sustainable and active travel and to improve health and wellbeing 

of children. 

 

2. To maintain the current split of walk, bus and car trips to the school and in the longer term seek to reduce 

car trips in favour of a shift towards walking, cycling and public transport. 

 

3. To ensure that pupils and parents are aware of the full range of travel options and the important health 

benefits to be gained from a more active lifestyle. 

 

4.    To forge closer links with local residents and maintain good community relations. 

 

5.    To achieve the targets set out in the Local Transport Plan. 

 

6.  To review the School Travel Plan document annually each September and update the Action Plan Targets on 

modeshift stars. 

 

It is important that School Travel Plans are not perceived as a one-off treatment but rather as an ongoing 

investment in the local community requiring continual review and commitment to ensure the long term integrity 

of the plan. 

 

How the school will operate 

The school times are 8.45 – 3.30pm (EYFS, KS1) 8.445-4pm (KS2) A breakfast club will run from 7.45 and an after 

school club will continue until 5.30pm. 

  

Walking to school 

The great majority of children live in South Benwell, North Benwell, Elswick and Pendower and travel to school 

each day on foot.  Roads are busy and there are traffic calming measures in place. There is a pelican crossing at 

the crossroads between Armstrong and Atkinson Road.  

 

Cycling 
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Children could cycle to school on paths under the supervision of their parents. There is space to leave bikes near 

the Year one class. 

 

 

Public transport  

The number 1 & 32 bus stops at the junction of Armstrong and Atkinson Road.  

 

Car parking and drop off 

As a twenty-first century school, which prides itself on having a positive impact on the local community and its 

surroundings, West Newcastle Academy does not intend to provide any parking for families (with the exception 

of students with disabilities). The school takes the view that all students live within walking/cycling/public transport 

distance and that it would be detrimental to the environment, congestion on the roads and our students’ health, 

if they were encouraged to arrive at school by car. Instead, students will be encouraged to live a healthy lifestyle 

by walking or cycling to school, taking public transport if necessary. 

 

A drop off area and turning circle will be provided in the car park. 

 

Deliveries will be made during the school day to prevent additional congestion.  

 

The issues at our school 

 

Local Issues 

The following list of traffic related issues has been identified as key factors affecting safety in the vicinity of the 

school: 

 parking and double parking in a narrow residential street adjacent to the school 

 families having to negotiate the crossing of busy major roads because they do not live within close proximity 

of the school 

 traffic congestion at key times of the day 

 the distance pupils are having to travel because of the lack of catchment area for the school (although the 

vast majority live within 1 mile) 

 

Objectives 

Through conversations with pupils, parents, staff, governors, the wider community and by examining best practice 

in this area, the following objectives have been identified: 

 

1. Increase awareness of school travel options to parents, staff and pupils. 
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2. Introduce an incentive scheme for walking and cycling to school, thereby limiting the number of pupils 

and staff travelling to and from school by car;  

3. Increase awareness of the health benefits of walking and cycling to school;  

4. Introduce ‘Junior Road Safety Officers’, train all staff to be ‘Road Safety Officers’, encourage volunteer 

parents to be ‘Road Safety Officers’; 

5. Raise pupil’s and parents’ awareness of safety and sociable behaviour when travelling to and from school; 

and 

6. Highlight the issue of illegal and/or dangerous parking to parents and the safety issues linked to this;  

7. To ensure the Travel Plan is successfully integrated into the school and is reviewed on a regular basis 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

This travel plan is valid only for the year 2017/18 whilst West Newcastle Academy will be reviewed September 

2018.  

 

Monitoring & Review is an essential part of our objectives, and as such is Objective no.7. Please see this item for 

further details. 

 

The Travel Plan will be reviewed on a termly basis as part of the Senior Leadership Team meeting, with the first 

review due in January 2017. 

 

The Travel Plan will be reviewed annually by the Governing Body, with the first review being due in January 2017, 

once data for the year has been collated and a new Travel Plan has been constructed for the coming year. 

 

We will continue to seek the advice and counsel of experts in this field as well as local stakeholders.  

 
 

The Working Group 

The Plan will be prepared and agreed by the approved Working Group.  Group members include: 

 

 Headteacher  Termly meetings 

 SBM 

 Teacher 

 Parent and School Governors 

 Parents 

 Pupils 

 Residents 

 Local Authority – Traffic and Road 

Safety Officers, Education Officers, 

Community Coordinator and School 

Crossing Patrols. 
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 FLW 

 

The Working Group will be responsible for the ongoing support and development of the plan. 

Progress made on the Action Plan will be assessed at Working Group meetings to be held at regular intervals. 

 

The Working Group will pledge commitment to the principles and long term aims of the plan which includes: 

 Setting objectives 

 Planning and implementation 

 Monitoring progress 

 Acting on the results of monitoring 

 Revising plans and objectives if necessary 

 

The Pledge 

 

This Travel Plan will be incorporated into our School Development Plan and continued revisions that may be made 

to this document. This pledge recognises that the pupils, parents, staff and governors of West Newcastle have 

agreed to implement this School Travel Plan. 
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West Newcastle Academy  

Travel Questionnaire 

 

The journey to school should be a safe, pleasant and healthy activity, with opportunities for pupils to develop 

good road sense. The school has a School Travel Plan, which is designed to encourage more pupils and staff to 

walk, cycle or use public transport for the journey to and from school. This questionnaire will help us to look in 

more detail at the school journey and will give us some ideas for encouraging more walking and cycling. This will 

make the school journey safer, healthier and more enjoyable for everyone 

 

To be completed individually by pupils/parents.  Please  the appropriate responses. 

 
1. What year group are your children in?  
 
Year ………… 
 
 

2. How do you usually travel to school? (for the main part of your journeyone only) 

 

Walk                                             Bus/Train  

 

Cycle                                           Car/Taxi 

 

Car share                                    other  

 

 

3. How do you usually travel Home from school? 

 

Walk                                             Bus/Train  

 

Cycle                                           Car/Taxi 

 

Car share                                    other  
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4. How would you prefer to travel Home from school? 

 

Walk                                             Bus/Train  

 

Cycle                                           Car/Taxi 

 

Car share                                    other  

 

5. If you travel by car either to or from school is the driver dropping or collecting you as part of 

another journey? (e.g. going on to work) 

 

On the way to school  On the way home from school  

 

  Yes                                                            Yes           

 

  

 

   No                                                           No     

 

6. If you travel by car how many empty seats are there in your car?  

 

 

7. What would make walking to school better or encourage you to walk?  

( up to 3 things that are most important) 

 

Better pavements     Other people to walk with 

 

Where?-----------------------                   Road safety training 

 

Better lighting                                          

 

Where?-----------------------                    
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Nothing, Please specify why? 

 

Where?----------------------------                    

 

Other, Please specify------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

8. What would make cycling to school better or encourage you to cycle? 

    (up to 3 things that are most important) 

 

More cycle lanes 

Where? ________________________  

 

Better lighting  

Where? ________________________ 

 

Safer places to cross the road 

Where?__________________________  

 

Safer places to cross the road 

 

Where? ________________________ 

A secure place to store bikes 

 

Cycle Training 

 

Lockers to leave belongings in 

 

Other people to cycle with 

 



 

13 
 

Travel Plan 

Nothing, please specify why 

 

 

West Newcastle Academy Travel Charter2017/18 

 

Action Plan 

 

Travel and Transport 

 

Action Person 

Responsible 

How Term Date to be 

completed 

Impact 

Review pedestrian crossing 

opportunities on Atkinson 

Road and Armstrong Road 

together with other roads 

in the vicinity of the 

school 

SBM Site visit with 

interested 

parents and 

governors 

 

Short October 2013  

Ensure Road Crossing 

Patrol personnel are 

available during WNA 

hours 

Headteacher Contact Road 

Crossing 

 

Short June 2013 Safe crossing 

areas 

identified 

Identify other problem 

areas by the 

school/parents 

SBM/Working 

Group 

Hold Working 

Group meeting 

to discuss issues 

 

Short November 

2013 

 

 

 

 

 

  


